4 WAYS TO BEGIN A NARRATIVE {FREE PRINTABLE}

Name; Date:

4 WAYS TO BEGIN A NARRATIVE

1. BEGIN WITH A FEELING OR EMOTION

Examples:

George sat himself down at the table in the kitchen. He was shaking a little. Oh,
how he hated Grandmal! He really hated that horrid old witchy woman. And all
of a sudden he had a fremendous urge to do something about her.

~ Geroge's Marvellous Medicine, Chapter 2 (Roald Dahl)

Catching Walter Cunningham in the schoolyard gave me some pleasure, but
when | was rubbing his nose in the dirt Jem came by and told me to stop.
~ To Kill A Mockingbird, Chapter 3 (Harper Lee)

More Examples:
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2. BEGIN WITH AN ACTION

Examples:

BOOM. They knocked again. Dudley jerked awake....
There was a crash behind them and Uncle Vernon came skidding into the room.
~ Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, Chapter 4 (J. K. R

More Examples:
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3. BEGIN WITH A DIRECT SPEECH OR DIALOGUE

Examples:

"Where's Papa going with that axe¢" said Fern to her mother as they were setting
the table for breakfast.
~ Charlotte's Web (E. B. White)

More Examples:
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4. BEGIN WITH A DESCRIPTION

Examples:

It was nearly noon on the following day when Shasta was awakened by
something warm and soft moving over his face. He opened his eyes and found
himself staring into the long face of a horse, its nose and lips were almost
fouching his.

~ The Chronicles of Narnia - The Horse and His Boy, Chapter 2 (C. S. Lewis)

Danger Dan scans the terrain. The volcano is close to erupting and lava has

already started flowing down the mountain.
~ Danger Dan Confronts the Merlion Mastermind (Lesley-Anne & Monica Lim)

More Examples:
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